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Meet Our Fearless Leader . . . . . . . . . No Really! 

Meet Susan Franklin 

A Newsletter Celebrating the Partnership of 

Jefferson County’s Faith Community and  

Jefferson County Department of Human Services  

You may know Susan as the fearless co- leader of the Power of Partnership, but there is more to our chief than meets the 

eye…. 

Susan started her career in the human service arena at a group home for adolescents with mental health issues.  This is 

where she met her partner of 25 years, Bob.  Together Susan and Bob take their love for adventure and the outdoors to 

the extreme.  When they are not hiking, skiing, snowshoeing, biking, scuba diving or spending time with Lump (the turtle) 

you will find them traveling the world.  Two of Susan’s favorite travel destinations have been Alaska where they boarded 

a float plane to the outback and stayed among the bears and Alaskan 

salmon.  The other top destination was Hawaii where they dove with 

the manta rays at night and hiked a lava flow.   

You might think Susan’s work life is an adventure of its own, and you 

would be correct.  Susan has worked in Jeffco for 19 years, and prior 

to that she worked for Adams County.  She has played an integral 

role in Children, Youth and Families as well as with the Aging Well 

and Veteran populations. She has accumulated several awards for 

the work she has done such as the SOS (Serving Our Seniors) Award, 

The DRCOG (Denver Regional Council of Government) Award for 

Planning with Vision as well as an Excellence in Child Welfare Prac-

tice Award, just to name a few.  

 During her time with a grant called “Systems of Care” she heard of other counties 

working together with faith communities.  Knowing that the faith community and Hu-

man Services have similar visions in serving the community, the idea to bring these 

efforts together moved from vision to reality.  Susan has been the driving force behind 

growing the Power of Partnership from two or three in a room to what it is today.  With 

countless partnerships and three conferences to boast this has been no small feat.  Su-

san’s dreams for POP in the future are to have it include all of the congregations and 

faith communities in Jeffco and to continue our work together to build a better com-

munity by learning from one another, sharing resources and continuing our vision to 

serve the underserved in Jefferson County.   

Few groups are lead with the same passion, heart and brainpower that Susan has when 

leading POP.  We are lucky to call her our leader, our friend, and a true champion for 

Jefferson County.   
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On a cold Colorado evening in  
December, a group from the vast 
Denver-area gathered in a  
decorated warehouse! This eclectic 
group looked like: kids’ ages 2 
months old to 16; single adults to 
married couples of over 20 years; 
young dads and moms to grand-
mothers and grandfathers. Every 
person in attendance was treated 
to a night of festivities. The evening 
started with delicious goodies and 
expanded into various activities 
such as cookie painting for the kids, 
and custom ornaments for the kids 
to do with their dads/parents. 
Christmas songs were sung, and 
even Santa decided to stop in and 
bring holiday cheer to all those in 
attendance! 

As well, “Elf Gretchen” decided to 
have the dads and their kids play a 

Celebrating Christmas — Glass Hearts Style!                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

game. The kids were given green 
crepe paper and ornaments to dec-
orate the “dad tree.” As you can 
see from the picture the kids (and 
significant others) greatly enjoyed 
themselves! This seemed to be the 
highlight of the night for the kids. 

In the end, each of the dads, moms, 
and kids in the program went home 
with something special to help 
them have a festive Christmas!  To 
learn more about Glass Hearts, visit  
http://glasshearts.org .   

 

By Rick Ellsmore, Executive Director, Glass HeartsBy Rick Ellsmore, Executive Director, Glass HeartsBy Rick Ellsmore, Executive Director, Glass Hearts   

The 2013 Stocking Project 

“Little things don’t mean much, they 
mean everything,” reflects The Stock-
ing Project. Each stocking seems so 
small by itself, yet means the world to 
many seniors and adults with disabili-
ties in our community who often feel 
lonely, especially at Christmas.   

This year over 2,000 Christmas stock-
ings were donated; many of them 
handmade. A group of very dedicated 
elves filled over 1,650 stockings and 
gave 200 empty stockings to another 
ministry. Over 160 volunteers from all 
walks of life served on Sorting and 
Filling Day. A power outage during 
Filling Day did not damper anyone’s 
spirits.  Volunteers took out their cell 
phones and used them as flashlights 
until other make shift lighting was 
found, all the while the work never 
stopped.   

Though recipients never see all the 
work of volunteers, their lives are 
touched by the simple gift of kind-
ness. Some are overcome with tears 
of gratitude, while others smile re-
membering the joys of Christmas. 

According to Dawn Lesky, Caseworker 
with Adult Protection, “Margaret 
Mead once said that a few caring peo-
ple can change the world.  Because of 
the volunteers at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, I see firsthand how true that 
statement is.  For the last several 
years, each Christmas I have had the 
privilege of delivering some of the 
Christmas stockings made by the vol-
unteers of Trinity Presbyterian 
Church.  The people I work with are 
extremely marginalized and unsup-
ported by family, friends and by the 

By Kathleen McCubbin, Trinity Presbyterian Church and Dawn Lesky, Adult Protection Caseworker  

community at large.  The gifts made 
by your volunteers are likely the only 
presents this underserved popula-
tion receives all year long. To take 
action as your volunteers have, to 
organize, make and deliver gifts to 
those coming from such a position of 
scarcity, loss and abandonment is 
truly remarkable. I want to recognize 
and express my gratitude to each of 
the volunteers involved in such a 
special tradition and contribution to 
our community.” 



 

Cashing in on Partnerships 

March 2012 Principal Sue Bor-
zych at Foothills Elementary in 
Lakewood got the attention of 
the Lakewood Pastors group 
proclaiming:  

“if kids can’t play…they can’t 
learn!”  

The topic of Sue’s rant was the 
school’s broken sports field and play 
ground. Impaired facilities had elimi-
nated outdoor sports at the school 
for a decade and enrollment and mo-
rale were declining as a result.  

 

But what do a group of pastors know 
about fixing broken school grounds? 
Not much. But they do know how to 
build partnerships.  

 
The city of Lakewood, local business-
es, neighborhood HOA’s, the school 
administration and local pastors part-
nered to develop a guiding group, 
vision, website — 

www.foothillsfieldofdreams.com) — 
and plan for restoring the school field. 
With the help of Mayor  
Murphy’s office and city councilmen 
Adam Paul and David Wiechman the 
project was awarded a GoCo grant for 
$338,000! Ground breaking will be this 
spring with a completed project slated 
for Fall 2014.  

 

For more information contact POP 
partner, Pastor Reg Cox at 
reg@lakewoodcc.net.  

 

By Pastor Reg Cox, Lakewood Church of Christ 

In Appreciation . . . 
There are those among us that work tirelessly for others, often not noticed and yet doing so much.  

At our POP meeting in November, the following were recognized for the contribution they have 

made to keeping people safe and warm during severe weather nights: 

 LynnAnn Huizingh from Faith Community Church in Littleton 

 Rick Foster from Sloan’s Lake Community Church 

 Steve Persichetti from WaterStone Community Church 

 Nancy Pittman from Faith Community Church 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you for the work you have done and are doing for the homeless  

population in Jefferson County.  The time and energy you have put into keeping folks from freezing to death on the streets has 

been tremendous!  This program would not have come to fruition without you!  Thanks again to a great group of people!  

Adrian’s grandmother 
couldn’t afford to pur-
chase his senior ring 
and Adrian really 
wanted to have one.  
Adrian has always 
done very well in 

school and deserved the ring! 
 
When Adrian was informed that a 
church wanted to purchase the ring 

for him he was ecstatic! Adrian spent 
hours online designing the exact ring 
he wanted. During our home visits for 
two months he would pull up his  
design and ask what I thought of it. 
When he finally had the finished 
product designed we ordered the 
ring. He probably called me weekly 
until the ring came in the mail to me.  
It was perfect timing as it was his 

birthday! We went out to dinner for 
his birthday and I was able to give him 
the ring.  He was so happy; I think I 
spotted a few tears in his eyes! He 
wants to thank the people who were 
so generous.  In his words, “I didn’t 
know people were so nice.” So thank 
you again for making Adrian’s wish of 
a class ring come true! 

Adrian’s Ring 
By Allison Pearce, Caseworker in Children, Youth and Families 

http://www.foothillsfieldofdreams.com
mailto:reg@lakewoodcc.net


 

Children Needing Forever Families — Seth! 

Children come into care in Jefferson County 
due to the behaviors or lack of care from 
their parents. Most return home but some 
are not able to and need Forever Families. 
These children need and want a family of 
their own, who is willing to support them, 
love them uncondionally and are prepared 
to nurture and be there for them as they 
find their way on their journey.  They need a 
family that is willing to put them first, see 
past the words, be open to learning about 
them and what makes them who they are, 
try to understand their fears and accept 
them as they are.  For more information on 
how to make a difference, please call Beth  
Owen, Adoption Recruiter (303) 271-4038, 
bowen@jeffco.us.  Also, visit 
www.collaborativefostercare.com for more 
information on how to begin the process to 
foster or adopt.  Thank you for the time it 
took you to look into the eyes of this child. 

 

 

 

 

 

Born April 2003 

Seth is somewhat of a quirky boy. He is 
likeable, but he doesn't seem to have 
many friends. Seth is behind educational-
ly, but he has progressed leaps and 
bounds in the last few months. Seth has a 
remarkable memory and is really good at 
beating people at a game of memory. 
Seth has a lot of energy and is really 
starting to enjoy playing with peers. Seth 
really enjoys reading, writing, going to the 
park and playing with his scooter.  
 
Seth enjoys school; however he does  
benefit from an Individualized Education 
Plan to support him reaching his highest 
potential. He has a very creative imagina-
tion and enjoys super heroes and all of 
their powers!  
 
Seth will do well with a family that takes 
their time to get to know him and his 
needs. A family that is open to meeting 
him where he is, and can be accepting of 
his ups and downs will be a good family 
for Seth.  

 

 

 

Caseworker: Mary Brown 

For more information or to submit 
your home study, please contact Beth 
Owens at 303-271-4038. 

 

By Beth Owen,  Jefferson County Human Services 

Royal Family KIDS Camp By Mikki LeVett,  Director RFK Arvada 

Royal Family KIDS Camp was one of the 
first partnerships between the govern-
ment and the faith-based community! 
Royal Family KIDS Camp Arvada was 
the first camp in Colorado 22 years ago 
serving children 7-11 years old who 
have been abused and neglected. Now 
there are 6 camps in Colorado —  
Arvada (Arvada Covenant Church, 
Littleton (WaterStone Community 
Church), Englewood (The Next Level 
Church), Parker (Southeast Christian 
Church, Colorado Springs (New Life 
Church), and Boulder (Boulder Valley 
Christian Church).  

RFKC began in California by Wayne & 
Diane Tesch 24 years ago, with the 

the same roads. Learned how to be a 
parent from their examples. RFKC gave 
me another choice, another example to 
follow. I am only realizing as I write this 
email how much of what I am today 
came from what I experienced at 
RFKC.”  

We always tell our volunteers that this 
week of Royal Family Kids Camp is a life
-changing week and will make a differ-
ence in the lives of the campers — but 
we don’t always get to see that. This 
email demonstrates how vital and life-
changing RFKC can be. If you’d like to 
find out more about RFKC, go to 
www.royalfamilykids.org, click on 
Camps, then click on Locate a Camp, to 
find the one closest to you! 

desire to provide a life-changing week-
long camp for children of abuse. A 
place where they could learn to trust 
adults in a safe atmosphere, show 
them something different than they’ve 
experienced in their short lives, and to 
have lots of fun and be a kid with other 
kids in similar life situations! 

Recently we received an email from a 
former camper from many, many years 
ago. She shared how very important 
RFKC was, is and will continue to be 
when she wrote,  

“RFKC was like a life-raft that kept me 
from completely drowning in my bad 
childhood. I could have made the same 
mistakes my parents did. Gone down 

mailto:bcassese@jeffco.us
http://www.collaborativefostercare.com


 

I am the Homeless Liaison for Jeffco 
Public Schools and this year  
Community and Family Connections 
partnered with School to Work  
Alliance Program (SWAP) to provide 
a Youth Employment and Resource 
Fair to kick off Colorado’s Homeless 
and Runaway Youth Awareness 
Month in November. Youth ages  
14-24 were welcome to attend. Our 
target population was at risk youth, 
youth with disabilities and youth 
who were experiencing  
homelessness.  

 
We had over 45 resource and  
employment tables to provide  
services to youth and over 300  

Schools identified 2482 students 
experiencing homelessness and 170 
unaccompanied youth which is 
youth who do not reside with a par-
ent or legal guardian. We are 
thankful to our community for sup-
porting us in addressing the needs 
of our community and children! 
Our goal is to prepare 100% of our 
students to be career and/or  
college ready! 

 

people in attendance. This fair was 
very successful and I wanted to 
send a special thank you to the  
Ladies Bible Study of the Heritage 
Community Bible Church.  This  
Bible study provided us with gift 
cards from seven different places 
for a total of almost $200.00 for us 
to give to youth as incentives and 
gifts. The Bible study completed the 
book of Esther and celebrated with 
a Purim Party which is a Jewish  
tradition honoring Queen Esther 
who saved her people from   
annihilation by the Persian  
Nation.  
 
We are so thankful for the  
support of Power of Partnership 
and the Heritage Community 
Bible Church. Last year Jeffco 

Power Lunch with Businesses is a Start! 

 
The POP Leadership Team had its first "Power Lunch" on January 23rd with some businesses and it was great fun to meet 
some business people and begin the process of building relationships with them. We provided a hot lunch, on a cold day, 
and spent about an hour getting to know each other.  
 
After eating, Susan Franklin shared the history of POP and Danielle Reeves shared about community connections. Nate 
Powell shared some of the success stories like "Packs of Hope" and Rick Roberts shared about business responsibility and 
asked some thought provoking questions.  
 
The lunch was a big success and we would love any ideas for future events and 
especially other business folks that we could invite into our POP family! 

 

Rick Roberts, Legacy GraceRick Roberts, Legacy GraceRick Roberts, Legacy Grace   

Shout Out to Heritage Community Bible Church! 
Jessica Hansen, Community and Family Connections with Jefferson County Public Schools 



 Wednesday Nights 

 Arvada Covenant Church, 5555 Ward Road in Arvada.  5:30-6:30. Oct-Nov and Jan-mid May.  Call ahead 303-422-

1235. We normally charge $3.50 a person, but if the family calls beforehand or has met with our Benevolent Team 

we can help cover that cost. 

 Arvada United Methodist Church, 6750 Carr St., Arvada. 5:30-6:30.  2nd Wednesday of the month. 

 Christ the King Episcopal Church, 6490 Carr St., Arvada.  5:30-6:30.  4th Wednesday of the month. 

 St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 9200 W. 10th Avenue, Lakewood.   6:00.  1st Wednesday of the month. 

Thursday Lunch 

 First United Methodist Church of Golden, 1500 Ford St., Golden.  11:30-1:30. Large, hot meal. Contact Sandra at 303
-279-3484 or secretary@goldenfirstumc.com or  contact the pastor, Ross Kershaw at  
pastor@goldenfirstumc.com   

 

Thursday Nights 

 The Table, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 2100 N. Wadsworth Blvd, Lakewood.  Every Thursday night. 6:00 is dinner 

and 7:00 is worship. 

Monday-Thursday  

 Faith Community Church, 6228 S. Carr Court, Littleton.   A free food box can be picked up at the church during regu-

lar church hours.  A name and address is all is that is required and the box is provided with no other  

questions asked.   

 Evergreen Christian Outreach, 27640 Colorado 74, Evergreen.  10-6 Monday and 10-4 Tuesday-Thursday.  We have 

food like soup etc. available for folks that walk in our door daily. Individuals can call to verify if they are in our  

geographic  area, west of C-470.  303-670-1796 

Saturday Lunch 

 Golden Adventist Church, 3101 South Golden Road, Golden.  We serve Fellowship lunch every Sabbath (Saturday) 

after our church service.  We usually eat around 12:30 pm.  We have had homeless drop in; however, we could only 

accommodate around 10-15 extra people and ensure enough food for all.  We also have a “food bank” comprised of 

foods that can be eaten without the benefit of kitchen, microwave, etc. 

Thanksgiving 

Mountair Christian Church, 1390 Benton St., Lakewood. 

Places Where Homeless Can Go for a Free Meal in JeffCo 

mailto:secretary@goldenfirstumc.com
mailto:pastor@goldenfirstumc.com
tel:303-670-1796

